Pre-Service Module: Child Abuse and Neglect
Section 3: Signs of Maltreatment
   
Section Learning Objectives
[bookmark: _Hlk121146627]By the end of Section 3: Signs of Maltreatment, child welfare professionals will be able to:
· Identify whether or not abuse or neglect may have occurred
· Recognize abuse and/or neglect from a child’s physical and/or behavioral indicators
· Recognize abuse and/or neglect from parent/caregiver’s behavior

[bookmark: _Hlk121146702]Section Themes and Key Points
Below is a summary of the themes and key points covered in this section. This summary is intended to remind learners of the key learning points addressed and assist supervisors/ coaches in understanding what was covered in order for them to guide and support the application of learning for new child welfare professionals related to this section.

I. This section reviews how maltreatment is defined in Wisconsin:
· Physical Abuse: includes the following: “physical injury inflicted on a child by other than accidental means.”  The statute further states, “Physical injury includes but is not limited to lacerations, fractured bones, burns, internal injuries, severe or frequent bruising, or great bodily harm.” 

· Sexual Abuse: includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
· Sexual intercourse or sexual contact with a child 15 years of age or less 
· Sexual intercourse or sexual contact with a 16 or 17-year-old child without his or her consent 
· Exploitation through pornography
· Causing a child to view or listen to sexual activity 
· Exposing genitals to a child 
· Trafficking a child for the purpose of a commercial sex act 

· Neglect: means failure, refusal or inability on the part of a caregiver, for reasons other than poverty, to provide necessary care, food, clothing, medical or dental care or shelter so as to seriously endanger the physical health of the child. 

· Emotional Damage: is defined as: "emotional damage for which the child’s parent, guardian or legal custodian has neglected, refused or been unable for reasons other than poverty to obtain the necessary treatment or to take steps to ameliorate the symptoms." 

Refer to the Child Protective Services Access and Initial Assessment Standards - Appendix 5: Statutory Definitions of Abuse and Neglect for detailed definitions.
· If you need to access a copy of the Access and Initial Assessment Standards, you can find them on the DCF website page: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwportal/policy in the “Standards” section. If you need help finding them, ask your supervisor/coach for assistance.

II. The definition of sexual abuse in Wisconsin includes “trafficking a child for the purpose of a commercial sex act.”  2015 Wisconsin Act 367 defines how to respond to child sex trafficking, aligning with federal legislation and requirements: “This crime is committed by one who knowingly recruits, entices, provides, obtains, harbors, transports, patronizes, or solicits or knowingly attempts to recruit, entice, provide, obtain, harbor, transport, patronize, or solicit any child for the purpose of commercial sex acts, as defined in s. 940.302(1)(a)”.

On-the-Job Application Activities
Listed in this section are optional transfer of training activities to support the learner in applying the knowledge acquired during the Child Abuse and Neglect: Signs of Maltreatment Pre-Service Module to their roles and responsibilities.

These three activities are optional and are provided only to aid the child welfare professional and supervisor/coach in supporting transfer of learning from pre-service to the agency. The child welfare professional, with input from their supervisor/coach, may choose to complete all, some, or none of these activities or substitute in other activities. 

Option 1: Guidance for Cases Involving Child Sex Trafficking Activity
· Pull out your Access and Initial Assessment Standards. 
· Go to “Appendix 9: Guidance for Cases Involving Sex Trafficking of Children, Information Gathering at the Point of Access”
· Review the list of indicators to determine if sex trafficking may be occurring
· [bookmark: _Hlk123195995]If you need to access a copy of the Access and Initial Assessment Standards, you can find them on the DCF website page: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwportal/policy in the “Standards” section. If you need help finding them, ask your supervisor/coach for assistance.

· Identify questions in the box below that can be asked at Access or any point in your work with families to elicit answers regarding the indicators.

	
     





· Review and discuss your responses with your supervisor or coach.



Option 2: Video “Sex Trafficking Happens Everywhere” Activity
· The Wisconsin Department of Children and Families created a documentary about sex trafficking in Wisconsin. The following video clip illustrates how trafficking is everywhere. Watch the Video “Sex Trafficking Happens Everywhere” (1:59): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jj_IDWZ638
· Consider: What does the video convey to you regarding child sex trafficking? 
· Discuss with your supervisor or coach.

Option 3: Child Sex Trafficking in Your Agency Activity
· Ask your supervisor or coach for an opportunity to review previous reports of child sex trafficking your agency may have received.
· Discuss the process for handling these types of reports with your supervisor or coach.
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