Spaced Ed: Child Welfare and Domestic Violence
Curriculum Questions


Question 1
When working with a family where there are allegations of domestic violence, what are some general practice considerations? 
 
A. Develop a plan for interviewing family members that considers the safety of all family members. 
B. Express curiosity about bruises or other visible injuries 
C. Provide resources for the adult victim by leaving brochures or a voice message indicating the resource.   
D. A and B
E. All the above 

[bookmark: _Hlk207181514]The correct answer is (D) A & B
 
· Safety for both the child and the adult victim should be a top priority when CPS professionals conduct an Initial Assessment where domestic abuse may be present. 
· Information can jeopardize the victim’s safety such as leaving domestic abuse resource information, letters, or voice mail asking to speak with the adult victim about the abuse. 
· Ask open-ended questions about the adult victim's well-being to start the conversation. However, express concern and ask questions about bruises or other visible injuries.

For additional information please see Access and Initial Assessment Standards, Appendix 3, p. 104-105: Child Protective Services Access & Initial Assessment Standards


[bookmark: _Hlk207182269]Question 2
Which answer describes the best practice when interviewing children around domestic violence?  

A. Inform the child what they disclosed will not be shared.  
B. [bookmark: _Hlk207182031]Tell the child what information you might be sharing and who you will be sharing with
C. Ensure the child that everything will be OK.
D. Ask the child which parent they would want to live with. 

[bookmark: _Hlk207182342]The correct answer is (B): Tell the child what information you might be sharing and who you will be sharing with

· [bookmark: _Hlk207182191]Questions should be adapted to the developmental age of the child. 
· Provide an atmosphere that supports children’s comfort in discussing domestic abuse. Children receive messages, either directly or indirectly, that domestic abuse is a "family secret”. It is usually uncomfortable or frightening for children to talk about the domestic abuse. Some children may be afraid that discussing domestic abuse may cause problems at home or lead to their removal from their home. 
· Be aware that some children may align with the abuser or attempt to protect them by not discussing the abuse or by blaming the victim. Assure the child that domestic abuse is not his/her fault or the adult victim's. 
· If an interview with a child reveals domestic abuse, it is important that you contact the adult victim as soon as possible. If the child informs the abuser about this disclosure, the adult victim may be at increased risk for violence and retaliation. The victim needs to have this information and help (if necessary) in planning for safety.
 
For additional information, please see Access and Initial Assessment Standards, Appendix 3, p. 106: Child Protective Services Access & Initial Assessment Standards

[bookmark: _Hlk207182776]
Question 3
What might you observe when interviewing an adult who has been a victim of domestic violence?  
  
A. Appearing casually calm or relaxed 
B. Protecting the alleged maltreater 
C. Slow response time 
D. Inaccurate or scattered memory 
E. All of the above

[bookmark: _Hlk207182846]The correct answer is (E): All of the above

· When survivor parents answer questions, they may display trauma responses that you are familiar with from your work with other families. Remember that a survivor parent has likely experienced trauma from domestic violence and may feel retraumatized by child welfare involvement with the family. A survivor parent’s verbal and nonverbal responses to your interview questions could be trauma responses. 
· Additional/Other possible responses you may observe include: 
· Anger 
· Minimization
· Distrust 

For additional information, please reference the Domestic Violence Handbook, p. 10
dvhandbook.pdf


[bookmark: _Hlk207183051]Question 4
You are currently working with a mother and her two children.  Both children disclosed witnessing domestic violence, with clear statements that the alleged maltreater is doing the harm.  The alleged maltreater denied any allegations of domestic violence in the home.   

True or False: You should continue to press the alleged maltreater regarding the concerns.

The correct answer is “False”

· [bookmark: _Hlk207183016]Confrontations with the abuser can result in retaliation against the child or adult victim.  You do not need the abuser’s discloser to confirm domestic violence has occurred.  Such confirmation comes from adult and child victim statements, CPS professional observations and other agency reports. 

· The abuser may not be a reliable source of information about their violent behavior or their use of power and control tactics. Better sources of information include the adult and child victims, police reports, medical reports, and collateral contacts.

For additional information, including sample questions to consider when interviewing, please see Access and Initial Assessment Standards, Appendix III, p. 108 - 109.  
Child Protective Services Access & Initial Assessment Standards


Question 5
When taking a report at access, what information is indicative of domestic violence in the home?
A. Both caregivers drink alcohol every night. 
B. Both caregivers “have a temper.” 
C. The violence has increased over time. 
D. There is frequent arguing in the home.  

[bookmark: _Hlk207183631]The correct answer is (C): The violence has increased over time.

· [bookmark: _Hlk207183395]As a routine part of gathering information during the Access process, Access professionals should ask questions of the reporter about the possibility of domestic violence in the home. Information gathered at Access will help determine if the report is screened-in as a CPS report. During an access call, you may hear information that you want to gain a better understanding about. For example, if you receive information that the caregivers frequently argue, this could be an opportunity to ask further about the arguing, as arguing is not always indicative of domestic violence. Information about the family will help determine if intervention is needed and at what level. Collecting comprehensive information about possible violence, including reports from law enforcement, is also critical regarding the CPS professional’s safety.

For additional information, please see Access and IA Standards, Appendix 3, p. 103
Child Protective Services Access & Initial Assessment Standards


[bookmark: _Hlk207184106]Question 6
You are working with a family as the result of a domestic violence incident in which one of the children was injured by the father.  The mother has been granted a restraining order, and you are developing the family's case plan.  Which example(s) below would be the most appropriate language to use when developing the case plan?  
  
A. The protective parent (in this case, the mother) will protect the child from unsafe or violent situations by seeking support from a safe person. 
B. The domestic violence will be stopped.  
C. The father will maintain a safe and suitable living environment for the child, including refraining from using physical violence against the mother and/or child(ren). 
D. The mother will call law enforcement if the father violates the restraining order. 
E. A and C 

[bookmark: _Hlk207184062]The correct answer is (E): A and C

· It is important to take care when documenting information in the case plan regarding domestic violence to avoid blame or shame, and to be clear about responsibility and accountability. Case plans should be individualized, and goals should focus on specific behaviors that are realistic and easily understandable. Additionally, they should be measurable so that it is known when the goal has been met.  

· “The domestic violence will be stopped.”  This language does not establish a plan for either parent and it implies that both parents are responsible for the abuse.  An example of case plan language that could be used is "The harm doer will maintain a safe and suitable living environment for the child(ren), including refraining from using physical violence against the other parent.”

· “The mother will call law enforcement when the father violates the restraining order.” This language requires the survivor parent to enforce sanctions against the harm doer, potentially putting the survivor parent at risk of retaliation.  An example of case plan language that could be used is "The protective parent will protect the child(ren) from unsafe or violent situations by seeking support from a safe person.”

For additional examples to help with case planning, please see Domestic Violence Handbook, Case Planning, p.11-13 dvhandbook.pdf


Question 7
True or False: Risks to a victim of domestic violence and their children increase when there is a major change in family circumstances, such as separation or out of home placement.  

The correct answer is “True”

· When domestic violence is present in combination with other forms of abuse, the impact on the child can be severe. A harm-doer may use a variety of controlling and manipulative tactics, such as using children as a vehicle to harm or control the victim, interfering with the relationship between the child and the adult victim, or deliberately creating or feeding family tensions.  In addition to safety considerations, Family Interaction Plans should take into account whether the harm-doer is likely, based on past behavior, to use these tactics.

· When necessary, safety measures can include, but are not limited to: supervised family interaction, arranging different schedules, using a safe drop off/pick up location, developing a safety plan for situations in which the harm-doer appears unexpectedly, and arranging for a signal that ends the interaction if necessary. Consult with the domestic violence victim to learn about safety strategies that work and the propensity of the batterer harm-doer to inflict further violence. 

For additional information, please see Ongoing Services Standards, p. 154 - 155
Ongoing Services Standards March 2026 
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