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Spaced Education Discussion Guide

Spaced Ed Curriculum 2026: 
Physical Abuse of Children 3 and Under  




Suggestions for how to use this guide:
This guide was created to help continue discussions around the questions and practice related to physical abuse of children 3 and under.  The questions are open ended, meant to assist child welfare professionals to reflect on practice, spark discussion, and create an opportunity to review standards and other resources provided.  Consider using this guide to engage in additional conversations with your colleagues, in team meetings or even larger group settings.  We encourage you to use the questions and attached resources in a way that works best for you and your team. 
 

Discussion Questions:

1. Your agency receives an access call from a mandated reporter who has concerns that a 3-year-old child may have been a victim of physical abuse.  The reporter states the 3-year-old is observed to have a “black eye” and when the child was asked what happened the child stated, “when I was with my dad”.  No further information about the child’s injury is known to the reporter.  
· What questions have you found effective to ask the reporter when they have limited information? 
 
2. Interviews and other interactions with families should be completed in a culturally responsible manner. 
· What questions or conversations have you found effective to understand the caregiver’s approach to parenting and discipline methods? 
· How have you stayed curious about any cultural or religious influences that may affect their parenting?  
· How do you check your bias and understanding when working with a family whose culture, values, and beliefs are different than yours?   


3. Understanding general child development is an important piece to child welfare work. 
· How have you engaged with the parent/caregivers to understand their child’s development? 
· What are ways you have found to have meaningful observations of children 3 and under that help guide your assessment of their functioning? 

4. What have you found effective when collaborating with law enforcement and medical professions when assessing allegations of physical abuse? 

5. Families with children under 3 can experience additional stress.  What referrals or services have you found effective to connect them to additional supports? 
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