JUNE 2026 STANDARDS UPDATES

Upcoming Changes to Safety Intervention Standards
*Please note that when the webinar is released, the standards will still be under review. Some minor adjustments may occur, but we do not expect any significant changes*
Removal of references to CPS Access, Access as part of the safety process and assessing for Present Danger threats at Access have been removed from the following areas:
· Safety Intervention Standards Introduction
· Section I.C. CPS Case Flow
· Section II.A. Assessing for Present Danger Threats
Adjustments to wording within the Present Danger Appendix have been made to reflect removing the use of Present Danger Threats at the point of Access.
· Safety Appendix 1: Present Danger
· Immediate: the portion beginning with ‘this is a child welfare emergency and, therefore, requires an immediate response’ through the end of the definition has been removed.
· Occurring or ‘in process of Occurring’: the phrase ‘at the time of the report is made’






JUNE 2026 sTANDARDS UPDATES

Upcoming Changes to Access and Initial Assessment Standards
Throughout the Access portion of the standards and the appendices there are several updates. Below you will find a breakdown of where language has simply been removed; language has been modified or where there has been more significant impacts in the policy or discussions. Things to keep in mind as you review this section:
· This is simply an overview, and this handout does not replace the need to read this sections when the final standards are released.
· This handout and the webinar are being released prior to the standards being finalized. You may notice minor tweaks in the final version. 
Sections with language Removal/modification: 
	Removed: “Threats to child safety or risk”, “Safety threats”, “Emergency”, “Danger and/or Safety Threats”
	Removed: Any reference to identifying present or likely impending danger threats at Access
The following sections are affected: 
I.C. Creating and Documenting a Report to Access
I.D. Determining the Household to Create an Access Report
II.A. Responsibilities of Each Local Child Welfare Agency in Access Reports for a Child and Family who Reside in Another County in Wisconsin: specifically bullet point about responsibilities for response when Present Danger has been identified replaced with requirements when a 24-hour response is indicated.

II.B. Responsibilities of Each Child Welfare Agency for a Report of Maltreatment when a Child resides in more than one County in Wisconsin: specifically bullet point about responsibilities for response when Present Danger identified to requirements when a 24-hour response is indicated.
III.A. Information that Must be Gathered and Documented in All Case Types: note that all other requirements remain unchanged.
III.A.2 Co-occurrence of Domestic Violence and Child Maltreatment: also renumbered to III.A.1.
III.B. Additional Information to Gather and Document for Primary Assessment Case Types
III.F. Records Search: out of box discussion
VI.A. Screening of an Access Report: note that while we are no longer identifying danger threats at Access; there is still a requirement to analyze the information in the report that may indicate a more urgent response is needed.
VII.A.1 Unborn Child Abuse
VII.A.2 Possible Medical Neglect of Infants with Disabilities
IX.B. Responsibilities of Each Agency (Independent IA policy)
Glossary: Emergency Circumstances
Appendix 3: Domestic Abuse: Screening of the Report

sections with more significant revisions to support response time decisions at access: 

III.A.1. Emergency Doctrine: out of box discussion has been removed.
VII. The Timeframe for Response: 
· New response times defined
· Policy for reports of maltreatment of children in foster care has been revised for clarity – the policy itself has not changed
· Out of box discussion has been revised with some information removed
VIII.B. Exceptions to Response Time Requirements: some information has been removed; other information has been modified
Appendix 5: Statutory Definitions of Abuse and Neglect
· Behaviors or Conditions Likely to Result in Abuse or Neglect/Threated Harm – some language has been removed and some has been added for clarity
Appendix 9: Guidance for Cases Involving Sex Trafficking of Children
· Discussion around Response Time

brand new content: 
Appendix 14: Response Time Critical Thinking Guide
· This new appendix is your ‘go-to’ resource to support the critical thinking associated with identifying 24-hour response time factors and mitigating factors and utilizing the Discretionary 24-hour response.
· eWiSACWIS will have a hyperlink to the guide for easy access in real-time
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