Pre-Service Module: Confirming Safe Environments
Section 1: Introduction

[bookmark: _Hlk121749425]Section Learning Objectives
[bookmark: _Hlk121146627]By the end of Section 1: Introduction to Confirming Safe Environments, child welfare professionals will be able to: 
· Define your role in assuring safety for children in out-of-home care and
· Organize your CSE work into the larger responsibility for safety, permanency, and well‐being

[bookmark: _Hlk121146702]Section Themes and Key Points
Below is a summary of the themes and key points covered in this section. This summary is intended to remind learners of the key learning points addressed and assist supervisors / coaches in understanding what was covered in order for them to guide and support the application of learning for new child welfare professionals related to this section.

I. This section recognizes that children experience trauma from their experiences prior to and during removal, along with placement (and each change of placement) in out-of-home care. To minimize the impact of trauma, it is vital that the child welfare system provides appropriate assessments and support to out-of-home care providers to reduce placement disruptions.

II. This section outlines the child welfare professional’s responsibility to assure a placement is safe based on Confirming Safe Environments (CSE) and Reconfirming Safe Environments (RSE) protocols and requirements for assessing and confirming the safety of a placement environment and the capacity of the caregiver to meet the child’s needs.  CSE and RSE requirements apply for all children and youth for whom the agency maintains placement and care responsibility.

CSE/RSE applies when a child is placed in:
· An unlicensed home
· Foster home
· Group home
· Residential care center 

CSE/RSE does not apply when a child is on a trial reunification, is missing from out-of-home care, or is placed in the following settings:
· Voluntary Kinship Care Home
· Juvenile Correctional Institution 
· Shelter Care Facility 
· Adult Correctional Facility 
· Secure Detention
· Hospital 
· Supervised Independent Living Placement   

[bookmark: _Hlk121745312]On-the-Job Application Activities
Listed in this section are optional transfer of training activities to support the learner in applying the knowledge acquired during the CSE: Introduction Pre-Service Module to their CPS roles and responsibilities.

This activity is optional and is provided only to aid the child welfare professional and supervisor/coach in supporting transfer of learning from pre-service to the agency. The child welfare professional, with input from their supervisor/coach, may choose to complete some, or none of this activity or substitute in other activities.
 
Option 1: CSE Assessment Activity
· [bookmark: _Hlk121816883]Arrange with your supervisor or coach to meet with a child welfare professional who is developing a plan for conducting a Confirming Safe Environments visit for a potential out-of-home care provider.  
· Explore the types of questions they will be asking to evaluate the caregiver/environment 
· Assist in developing the plan and observe the home visit 
· Meet with your supervisor or coach and discuss the following:
· How did pre-planning assist in completing the CSE? 
· What observations did you make when assessing the caregiver and the placement?
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