DCF 56.25 Relative and Like-Kin Foster Homes Job Aid

	Relative or like-kin section citation 
	Synopsis (This is to be used as a reference to support your learning of the new rule.  It does not replace or supersede the administrative code.)    

	Non-relative part of rule referenced
	Applicable forms 

	56.25 (1) Applicability

	
	Applies to a relative or like-kin of a child in foster care
	N/A
	

	56.25 (2) No Duplication of Assessment

	
	Another assessment is not required if another relative or like-kin child is placed in the home within 6 months of the initial licensing assessment.


	N/A
	

	56.25 (3) Licensing 

	(3) (a)
	Use the Relative and Like-Kin Foster Home Application created by DCF at initial license and license renewal
	Notwithstanding 56.04 (2) (a) and (3) (a) 
	DCF-F-5863-E, Relative and Like-Kin Foster Home Application, is available on the department’s website at DCF Forms Search Page.

	(3) (b) 
	Use the Relative and Like-Kin Foster Home Licensing Checklist form at initial license and license renewal 
	Notwithstanding 56.04 (2) (i) and (3) (f),
	DCF-F-5587, Relative and Like-Kin Foster Home Licensing Checklist, is available on the department’s website at DCF Forms Search Page.


	(3) (c)
	Start background checks of a relative or like-kin applicant and any non-client residents in the home within 5 working days  
	Notwithstanding 56.04 (8) (a)
	

	(3) (d)
	Make a licensing decision within 10 working days after receiving all necessary information
	Notwithstanding 56.04 (8) (b)
	

	(3) (e)  
	License terminates 6 months after child achieves permanency, if that occurs before the end of the license period  
	Notwithstanding 56.04 (12)
	

	(3) (f)
	At initial licensure, the following does not apply for relatives and like-kin:
· References
· Vehicle liability insurance
· Written statement of physical or mental condition of each household member
· Written statement of physical exam completed within previous 12 months for each applicant
· Information about any previous license the applicant held 
· Inspection of heating, electrical, plumbing, water or sewage system
· Private well water test
· Inspection of wood burning stove 
· Fireplace inspection
	56.04 (2) (b), (e), (f), (g), (h), (j), (k), (L), and (m) do not apply

	

	
	At license renewal, the following does not apply for relatives and like-kin: 
· Vehicle liability insurance
· Written statement of physical or mental condition of each household member
· Written statement of physical exam completed within previous 12 months for each applicant
· Inspection of heating, electrical, plumbing, water or sewage system
· Private well water test
· Inspection of wood burning stove 
· Fireplace inspection
	56.04 (3) (d), (e), (em), (g), and (h), (i), and (j) do not apply
	

	
	Regarding the home study, the following does not apply for relatives and like-kin:
· Interview with each household member
· Any supplemental assessments
	56.04 (5) (b) and (c) do not apply
	

	
	2-year wait period to reapply for licensing after a denial or revocation after does not apply to relatives or like-kin
	56.04 (14) do not apply
	




	56.25 (4) Foster Parent Qualifications 

	(4) (a)
	At least one applicant is a relative or like-kin to the child
	
	

	(4) (b)
	Through engagement with the applicant and the relative and like-kin licensing assessment, the foster parent has the following characteristics:
· An adequate understanding of or a motivation to learn a foster child’s development, trauma, strengths, and needs.
· The ability to cope with additional stress factors that may occur during the course of the placement of a foster child.
· Recognition of past personal trauma and experiences and how this may impact a foster parent’s ability to safely care for a foster child placed in their care.
· Parenting ability or a motivation to learn appropriate parenting techniques focused on the age, abilities, strengths, and needs of a foster child that would be placed in a foster home at the level of care that the foster parent has or is seeking.
· A willingness to work with the supervising agency, placing agency, licensing agency, and the foster child’s parent, guardian, or Indian custodian in achieving the permanence goal established in the foster child’s permanency plan.
· A willingness to promote normalcy for a foster child by encouraging the foster child to participate in age or developmentally appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities under s. DCF 56.09 (3).
· An ability to provide stability, routine, and organization.
	Notwithstanding 56.05 (6) (a) (intro.)

56.05 (6) (a) 4. and 5. do not apply
	

	(4) (c)
	The following qualifications of foster parent do not apply for relatives and like-kin:
· Physical and mental health assessments
· Financial stability
· Vehicle liability insurance 
	56.05 (3), (4) and (8) do not apply
	

	
	The following responsibilities of foster parents do not apply for relatives and like-kin:
· Participate in the preparing household members to become a foster family (e.g., relatives and like-kin general accept placement prior to being licensed)
· Participate in selection of placement based on their license conditions (e.g., relatives and like-kin general accept placement prior to being licensed)
	56.05 (7) (a) 3., 4. do not apply
	

	(4) (d)
	Relatives and like-kin can request a waiver of homeowner’s or renters’ liability insurance due to financial hardship by indicating that on the Relative and Like-Kin Foster Home Application
	Notwithstanding 56.05 (9) (c)
	DCF-F-5863-E, Relative and Like-Kin Foster Home Application, is available on the department’s website at DCF Forms Search Page.

	56.25 (5) Notification Requirements 

	
	Relatives and like-kin do not need to notify licensing agency if they no longer have vehicle liability insurance (because it is not required)
	56.06 (5) do not apply
	

	56.25 (6) Physical Environment 

	(a)
	Licensing agency shall make diligent efforts to help relatives and like-kin to obtain required physical environment items quickly  
	
	

	(b) 
	If an environmental hazard is identified, licensing agency shall make diligent efforts to help relatives and like-kin fix it
	In addition to other requirements in 56.07 (1) (a)
	

	(c)
	Relatives and like-kin must provide a safe sleeping space and supplies that are appropriate for the child and their needs
· Supplies: such as mattress and linens
	Notwithstanding 56.07 (4) (a)
	

	(d)
	Regarding the physical environment of the foster home, the following are not required for relatives and like-kin:
· Safe and sanitary condition of the home
· Heating, electrical, plumbing, water or sewage system inspection
· Private well water test 
· Designated kitchen area
· Bathroom within the home
· Railings on top or middle bunk beds
· Window in foster child’s bedroom and space to pass between beds
· Door on foster child’s bedroom
· Foster child to sleep within call of foster parent
· Storage space for foster child’s belongings
· Wood-burning stove or fireplace inspection
· Emergency phone numbers listed in foster home
· Pet vaccinations
	56.07 (1) (b) to (d), (2), (3), (4) (g), (i) to (k), (5), (6) (c), (9) (b), and (10) (b) do not apply

	

	
	The following sleeping arrangements are allowed for relatives and like-kin:  
· Foster children over 1 year old may share a bedroom with an adult
· Foster children may share a bedroom with other children over the age of 6
· Foster children sharing a bed with foster parent 
· Foster children sharing bed with other foster children
· Foster children sleeping in a room or space of home used for communal living (e.g., living room)
· Foster children regularly sleeping in basement 
	56.07 (4) (c) to (f), (h), and (L) do not apply 
	


	56.25 (7) Transportation  

	
	The following do not apply for relatives or like kin:
· Whoever transports a foster child has a valid driver's license and vehicle liability insurance 
· Insurance for the foster child if they drive the foster parent’s vehicle. 
	56.078 (1) and (5) do not apply
	

	56.25 (8) Care of a Foster child 

	
	The following do not apply for relatives or like kin:
· Age requirement to leave foster child unsupervised 
· Prohibiting foster parent from smoking or vaping
	56.09 (2) (a) and (8) (e) do not apply
	

	56.25 (9) Foster Home Level of Care for 1 to 4 

	(a)
	Foster parents can complete preplacement within 6 months of being licensed (and after the child is placed in the home)
· Does not need to be completed prior to placement
	Notwithstanding 56.13 (4) (a) 1.
	

	(b)
	The Level 3 experience criteria option is having one year of experience with the child living in their home (versus one year of experience as a foster parent or kinship care provider which is the criteria for nonrelatives)
	Notwithstanding 56.13 (5) (a) 1.
	

	(c)
	The Level 4 experience criteria option is having one year of experience with a child that needs additional supervision and care (versus one year of experience as a foster parent or kinship care provider caring for a child with a level of need 3+) 
	Notwithstanding 56.13 (6) (a) 1
	

	(d)
	The following do not apply for relatives or like kin:
· Level 1 certification (because they should be initially licensed as Level 2)
· Level 2 initial licensing training and ongoing training
· Level 2, 3, and 4 references
	56.13 (3), (4) (a) 2. and 3., (4) (b), (5) (c), and (6) (c) do not apply

	




	56.25 (10) Foster Parent Training

	(a)
	Only one relative or like kin foster parent is required to complete the required training for Level 2, 3, and 4 licenses
	Notwithstanding 56.13 (4) (a) 1., (5) (b) 1., 2., and 3., (6) (b) 1., 2. and 3., and 56.14 (5) (a)
	

	(b)
	Relatives and like-kin are not required to complete Level 2 initial licensing training
	56.14 (7) does not apply
	

	56.25 (11) Licensing Agency Responsibilities 

	
	Placement matching consultation between supervising agency and licensing agency is not applicable for relatives and like-kin
	56.16 (1) (e) does not apply
	

	56.25 (12) Assessment of Needs and Strengths 

	
	Placement matching assessment based on the child’s needs and concerns regarding the caregiver(s) is not applicable for relatives and like-kin
	56.22 (6) does not apply
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Relative or  like - kin  section  c itation   Synopsis  ( This is to be used as a reference to support your learning of the new rule.   It does not replace or supersede the administrative code. )         Non - relative  part of rule  referenced  Applicable f orms   

56.25 (1) Applicability  

 Applies to a relative or like - kin  of a   child in foster care  N/A   

56.25 (2) No Duplication   of Assessment  

 An other  assessment is not required if  another  relative or like - kin  child  is placed in  the home  within  6 months of the initial licensing assessment .      N/A   

56.25 (3) Licensing   

(3)  (a)  Use the  Relative and Like - Kin Foster Home A pplication  creat ed by DCF   at initial   license and license renewal  Notwithstanding  56.04 (2) (a) and  (3) (a)   DCF - F - 5863 - E,  Relative and  Like - Kin Foster Home  Application , is available on  the department’s website at  DCF Forms Search Page .  

( 3 )  (b)    Use  the Relative and Like - Kin Foster  Home Licensing Checklist  form   at initial license  and license renewal   Notwithstanding  56.04 (2) (i) and  (3) (f),  DCF - F - 5587 ,  Relative and  Like - Kin Foster  Home   Licensing Checklist , is  available on the  department’s website at  DCF  Forms Search Page .    

( 3 ) (c)  Start b ackground checks of a relative or like - kin   applicant and any non - client  residents in the home  within 5 working days     Notwithstanding  56.04 (8) (a)   

( 3 ) (d)  Make a licensing   decision within 10 working days  after   receiving all necessary  information  Notwithstanding  56.04 (8) (b)   

( 3 )  (e)     License terminates 6 months after child achieves permanency, if that occurs before  the end of the license period    Notwithstanding  56.04 (12)   

