	
	
	



DCF 56 Requirements Job Aid
This job aid lists all DCF 56 rule sections and identifies to whom each section applies. It is intended to be used as a high-level guide to DCF 56 Foster Home Care for Children Administrative Code.  
	Citation
	Relatives & Like-Kin
	Non-Relatives
	Both 

	56.01 Authority & purpose

	56.01 (1) - (2)
	
	
	X

	56.03 Definitions 

	56.03 (1b) - (39)
	
	
	X

	56.04 Licensing

	56.04 (1) (a) Who is considered a foster parent
	
	
	X

	56.04 (2) Initial license
	
	
	X

	56.04 (2) (a) Application (note, applications are different for relatives/like-kin and non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (2) (b) References
	
	X
	

	56.04 (2) (c) Background checks
	
	
	X

	56.04 (2) (d) Homeowner’s/renter’s liability insurance or waiver (note, process for issuing waiver is different for relatives/like-kin and non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (2) (e) Vehicle liability insurance
	
	X
	

	56.04 (2) (f) Household member written statement of physical or mental health 
	
	X
	

	56.04 (2) (g) Applicant physical exam
	
	X
	

	56.04 (2) (h) Previous license information
	
	X
	

	56.04 (2) (i) Licensing checklist (note, checklists are different for relatives/like-kin and non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (2) (j) Inspection of heating, electrical, plumbing, water or sewage 
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (2) (k) Private well water test
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (2) (L) Inspection of wood-burning stove or alternative heating source
	
	X
	

	56.04 (2) (m) Results of fireplace inspection
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (3) License renewal 
	
	
	X

	56.04 (3) (a) Application (note, applications are different for relatives/like-kin and non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (3) (b) Background checks
	
	
	X

	56.04 (3) (c) Homeowner’s/renter’s liability insurance or waiver (note, process for issuing waiver are different for relatives/like-kin and non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (3) (d) Vehicle liability insurance
	
	X
	

	56.04 (3) (e) Applicant physical exam
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (3) (em) Household member written statement of physical or mental health
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (3) (f) Licensing checklist (note, checklists are different for relatives/like-kin and non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (3) (g) Inspection of heating, electrical, plumbing, water or sewage
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (3) (h) Private well water test
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (3) (i) Inspection of wood-burning stove or alternative heating source
	
	X
	

	56.04 (3) (j) Results of fireplace inspection
	
	X – if required by licensing agency
	

	56.04 (4) Change in application information
	
	
	X

	56.04 (5) Home study 
	
	
	X

	56.04 (5) (a) Access to home
	
	
	X

	56.04 (5) (b) Household member interview
	
	X
	

	56.04 (5) (c) Additional assessments
	 
	X
	

	56.04 (5) (d) Provide sufficient information
	
	
	X

	56.04 (6) Discrimination
	
	
	X

	56.04 (7) License modification 
	
	
	x

	56.04 (8) Action by the licensing agency
	
	
	

	56.04 (8) (a) Background check (within 5 working days for relatives/like-kin and 10 for non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (8) (b) Decision timeframe (within 10 working days for relatives/like-kin and 60 for non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (8) (c) Notice of appeal rights
	
	
	X

	56.04 (9) Agency requirements prohibited
	
	
	X

	56.04 (10) License prohibition
	
	
	X

	56.04 (11) No multiple licenses 
	
	
	X

	56.04 (12) Effective period of a license (note, for relatives/like terminates 6 months after child achieves permanence if occurs prior to 2-year licensing period)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (13) License revocation (a) - (b)
	
	
	X

	56.04 (14) Reapplication following denial or revocation
	
	X
	

	56.05 Foster parent qualifications

	56.05 (1) General background (a) - (b)
	
	
	X

	56.05 (2) Age
	
	
	X

	56.05 (3) Health (a) - (c)
	
	X
	

	56.05 (4) Financial stability 
	
	X
	

	56.05 (6) Characteristics (a) (1) - (3)
	
	
	X

	56.05 (6) Characteristics (a) (4) - (5) 
	
	X
	

	56.05 (6) Characteristics (a) (6) - (10)
	
	
	X

	56.05 (6) Characteristics (b) (1) - (5)
	
	
	X

	56.05 (7) Responsibilities (a) (1) - (2)
	
	
	X

	56.05 (7) Responsibilities (a) (3) - (4)
	
	X
	

	56.05 (7) Responsibilities (a) (5) - (10)
	
	
	X

	56.05 (7) Responsibilities (b)
	
	
	X

	56.05 (8) Vehicle liability insurance
	
	X
	

	56.05 (9) Homeowner’s or renter’s liability insurance (note, process for issuing waiver is different for relatives/like-kin and non-relatives)
	
	
	X

	56.055 Background checks

	56.055 (1) – (6) 
	
	
	X

	56.06 Notifications requirements 

	56.06 (1) - (4) 
	
	
	X

	56.06 (5) Insurance
	
	X
	




	56.07 Physical environment (note, agency required to make diligent effort to assist relatives/like-kin with obtaining items in this section)

	56.07 (1) (a) General (note, if environmental hazard identified, agency required to make diligent efforts to assist relatives/like-kin to ameliorate it)
	
	
	X

	56.07 (1) (b) – (d) 
	
	X
	

	56.07 (1) (e) 
	
	
	X

	56.07 (2) Kitchen
	
	X
	

	56.07 (3) Bathroom
	
	X
	

	56.07 (4) (a) - (b) Sleeping arrangements (note, slight difference in safe sleeping space and supplies between relatives/like-kin and nonrelatives)
	
	
	X

	56.07 (4) (c) - (L) Sleeping arrangements
	
	X
	

	56.07 (4) (m) Sleeping arrangements
	
	
	X

	56.07 (5) Storage space 
	
	X
	

	56.07 (6) (a) - (b) Heating
	
	
	X

	56.07 (6) (c) Heating
	
	X
	

	56.07 (7) Access to dangerous materials and objects 
	
	
	X

	56.07 (8) hazardous machinery and equipment
	
	
	X

	56.07 (9) (a) Phone or other communications device
	
	
	X

	56.07 (9) (b) Comprehensive list of phone numbers
	
	X
	

	56.07 (10) (a) Pets 
	
	
	X

	56.07 (10) (b) Pet vaccinations
	
	X
	

	56.072 Emergency preparedness (note, agency required to make diligent effort to assist relatives/like-kin with obtaining items in this section)

	56.072 (1) - (5)
	
	
	X

	56.074 Foster child’s additional needs 

	56.074 (1) - (3) 
	
	
	X

	56.076 Firearms and other dangerous weapons

	56.076 (1) - (6) 
	
	
	X

	56.078 Transportation

	56.078 (1)
	
	X
	

	56.078 (2) - (4)
	
	
	X

	56.078 (5) 
	
	X
	

	56.085 Capacity

	56.085 (1) - (6)
	
	
	X

	56.09 Care of foster children

	56.09 (1) General
	
	
	X

	56.09 (2) (a) Supervision
	
	X
	

	56.09 (2) (b) - (c) Supervision
	
	
	X

	56.09 (3) Reasonable and prudent parenting
	
	
	X

	56.09 (4) Agency approval
	
	
	X

	56.09 (5) Family interaction plan
	
	
	X

	56.09 (6) Personal belongings
	
	
	X

	56.09 (7) Household chores
	
	
	X

	56.09 (8) (a) - (d) Health of foster child 
	
	
	X

	56.09 (8) (e) Health of foster child
	
	X
	

	56.09 (9) Nutrition 
	
	
	X

	56.09 (10) Education
	
	
	X

	56.09 (11) Regular childcare outside the foster home
	
	
	X

	56.09 (12) Care of others in the foster home
	
	
	X

	56.09 (13) Search
	
	
	X

	56.09 (14) Discipline 
	
	
	X

	56.09 (15) Physical Restraint
	
	
	X

	56.09 (16) Confidentiality
	
	
	X

	56.10 Hearings

	56.10 (1) - (4)
	
	
	X

	56.12 Information for foster parents

	56.12 (1) - (3)
	
	
	X

	56.13 Foster home level of care certification for levels 1 to 4

	56.13 (2) Certification
	
	
	X

	56.13 (3) Level 
	
	X
	

	56.13 (4) (a) 1. Level 2 preplacement (note, only 1 applicant is required to complete this for relatives/like-kin)
	
	
	X

	56.13 (4) (a) 2. - 3. Level 2 initial licensing and ongoing training
	
	X
	

	56.13 (4) (b) Level 2 references
	
	X
	

	56.13 (5) (a) Level 3 experience (note, slight difference in (a)1. criteria between relatives/like-kin and nonrelatives)
	
	
	X

	56.13 (5) (b) Level 3 training (note, only 1 applicant is required to complete this for relatives/like-kin)
	
	
	X

	56.13 (5) (c) Level 3 references
	
	X
	

	56.13 (6) (a) Level 4 experience (note, slight difference in (a)1. criteria between relatives/like-kin and nonrelatives)
	
	
	X

	56.13 (6) (b) Level 4 training (note, only 1 applicant is required to complete this for relatives/like-kin)
	
	
	X

	56.13 (6) (c) Level 4 references
	
	X
	

	56.135 Level 5 foster homes

	56.135 (1) - (8) (note, all requirements are the same between relatives/like-kin and nonrelatives for this level of certification)
	
	
	X

	56.14 Foster parent training

	56.14 (3) Qualifications of trainers
	
	
	X

	56.14 (4) Training expenses
	
	
	X

	56.14 (5) Training requirements (note, only 1 applicant is required to complete this for relatives/like-kin)
	
	
	X

	56.14 (6) Preplacement training for levels 1 and 2 (note, level 1 certification only applies to nonrelatives)
	
	
	X

	56.14 (6d) Preplacement training for levels 3 and 4
	
	
	X

	56.14 (6p) Preplacement training for level 5 foster parent
	
	
	X

	56.14 (7) Initial licensing training for level 2
	
	X
	

	56.14 (7e) Initial licensing training for level 3
	
	
	X

	56.14 (7m) Initial licensing training for level 4
	
	
	X

	56.14 (7s) Initial licensing training for level 5 foster parent
	 
	
	X

	56.14 (8) (b) - (c) Ongoing training
	
	
	X

	56.15 Supervising or placing agency

	56.15 (1) - (3) 
	
	
	X

	56.16 Licensing agency responsibilities

	56.16 (1) (a) - (d)
	
	
	X

	56.16 (1) (e)
	
	X
	

	56.16 (1) (f) - (j)
	
	
	X

	56.16 (2)
	
	
	X

	56.17 Child’s treatment team for levels 3 to 5

	56.17 (1) - (2)
	
	
	X

	56.185 Agency contact with foster parent and foster child

	56.185 (1) - (6)
	
	
	X

	56.21 Respite care for foster parents

	56.21 (1) - (8)
	
	
	X

	56.22 Assessment of needs and strengths 

	56.22 (1) - (5)
	
	
	X

	56.22 (6) Matching the foster child and foster family
	
	X
	

	56.22 (7) Placement in a foster home
	
	
	X

	56.23 Supplemental payments, exceptional payments, initial clothing allowance and, retainer fee 

	56.23 (1) - (5)
	
	
	X

	56.24 Exceptions

	56.24 (1) - (2)
	
	
	X

	56.25 Relative or like-kin foster homes

	56.25 (1) - (12)
	X
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Citation  Relatives &  Like - Kin  Non - Relatives  Both   

56.01 Authority & purpose  

56.01 (1)  -   (2)    X  

56.03 Definitions   

56.03 (1b)  -   (39)    X  

56.04 Licensing  

56.04 (1) (a) Who is considered a foster  parent    X  

56.04 (2) Initial license    X  

56.04 (2) (a) Application (note,  applications are different for  relatives/like - kin and non - relatives)    X  

56.04 (2) (b) References   X   

56.04 (2) (c) Background checks    X  

56.04 (2) (d) Homeowner’s/renter’s  liability insurance or waiver (note,  process for issuing waiver is different for  relatives/like - kin and non - relatives)    X  

56.04 (2) (e) Vehicle liability insurance   X   

56.04 (2) (f) Household member written  statement of physical or mental health    X   

56.04 (2) (g) Applicant physical exam   X   

56.04 (2) (h) Previous license  information   X   

56.04 (2) (i) Licensing checklist (note,  checklists are different for relatives/like - kin and non - relatives)    X  

56.04 (2) (j) Inspection of heating,  electrical, plumbing, water or sewage    X  –   if required by  licensing agency   

56.04 (2) (k) Private well water test   X  –   if required by  licensing agency   

56.04 (2) (L) Inspection of wood - burning  stove or alternative heating source   X   

56.04 (2) (m) Results of fireplace  inspection   X  –   if required by  licensing agency   

