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1.  The Right Child - Be sure you are assisting the correct child. 

 Only set up and give medication to one child at a time.  
 Be especially vigilant if children have similar names or are taking the same type of 

medication.  
 

2.  The Right Drug - Be sure you give the correct drug. 
 Read you the medication label and make sure you have the correct drug. If you struggle 

with literacy, request an alternative label or have someone read you the directions.  
 Always double-check the label and keep distractions to a minimum when administering 

medication.  
 

3.  The Right Dose - Be sure you give the correct strength and amount. 
 Read the medication container, paying attention to the amount. Whole tablet? Half tablet?   
 Measure liquids with the dosing cup or syringe that came with the medication, not kitchen 

spoons.   
 

4.  The Right Time - Be sure the drug is given at the correct time. 
 Give medication on time and as ordered. 
 Read the medication container for time-specific events such as 30 minutes after a meal, 

prior to a procedure, or apart from other medications.   
 

5.  The Right Route - Be sure the correct route is taken. 
 Check medication label to verify if a tablet should be swallowed or placed under the 

tongue. 
 For drugs administered to the eyes, ears, or nose, verify the correct side. Left? Right? Both?  

 
6.  The Right Documentation/Record - Be sure to keep a record of your drug administration.  

 Document immediately so that you do not forget. 
 Use a notebook or a tracking sheet to help you stay organized.  
 Keep an honest record. If a medication was given late or a dose is missed, note that. 
 Check the amount of drugs left to avoid running out before refilling.     

 
7.  The Right Reason - Be sure you understand the rationale for the prescribed drug.  

 Confirm the reason for a prescribed drug with the child’s caseworker and/or doctor. 
 Revisit reasons for long-term use when the child visits his/her doctor.     

 
8.  The Right Response - Be sure to monitor that the drug is having the desired effect.  

 Ask the child’s doctor about potential side effects. 
 Read the side effects warnings that come with medication.  
 Keep a record of your observations when documenting your drug administration. 
 Report any side effects to the child’s doctor.  


