Is this Developmental Delay Related to a Possible Safety Concern?

Step 1

Is there a noticeable developmental delay?

If No: Continue regular

monitoring If Yes: Proceed to Step 2.

Step 2

Is the delay likely related to trauma, neglect, or an unmet basic need?

If No: Refer for developmental
screening and continue If Yes: Proceed to Step 3.
monitoring.

Step 3

Is the delay interfering with the child's safety or well-being? (can't express pain or
danger, lacks basic motor skills)

If Yes: Consider further
evaluation and/or protective
actions and proceed to Step 4.

If No: Document as a potential
safety concern.

Step 4

Is the caregiver addressing the concern appropriately as needed? (seeking support,
attending appointments, open to referrals)

If No: May constitute medical or developmental neglect. Consider
further assessment and intervention.




