
2022 WISCONSIN
ADOPTION

CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 13 - 14,
2022

WILDERNESS RESORT
WISCONSIN DELLS

511 E. Adams Street 
Wisconsin Dells WI

Attend in-person
or

virtually



 Conference Information

Thursday, October 13
Friday, October 14

8:30 am - 4:00 pm
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

 

Registration

Registration is available at: 
 https://whova.com/portal/registration/wac_202210/
 
There is no registration fee. Please indicate any
dietary restrictions or special accommodations 
when you register. Registration closes on 
October 7, 2022.

There will be a virtual option for the plenary 
and workshop sessions.

Hotel Reservations

Hotel reservations can be made at: 
1-800-867-9453. Please state you are with the
WCWPDS - Adoption Conference 2022 at Glacier
Canyon Lodge, Leader #837150.

Please make your hotel reservations by 
September 12, 2022, to ensure you receive the
discounted rate. 

Please provide your tax exempt documentation
prior to checking in.

Wilderness Resort
511 E. Adams Street
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965

Continuing Education Credits
Continuing Education Hours (CEH) will be 
offered to attendees. You will receive 1 CEH 
for each hour attended.

Conference Materials
Conference materials will be provided to
attendees in electronic format only. These
materials will be made available prior to
the conference in the Whova app.
Participants wishing to have hard copies
should print the materials prior to arrival. 

Questions
Please contact Kim Eithun at 
keithun@wisc.edu or (608)807-6152.

The 2022 Wisconsin Adoption Conference, sponsored by the Department of Children and
Families, will feature national and local experts providing training, innovations, and evidence-
based programs to support and preserve children, adoptive and birth families. The conference will
cover a variety of topics including supporting resiliency in children and families, addressing grief in
children and families, connecting birth and adoptive families to resources, and supporting the
workforce. Workshops will highlight best practices and provide tools and skill-building exercises.
You will be able to attend in person or virtually.



Agenda at a Glance

Thursday, October 13

7:30 am - 8:30 am Registration and Breakfast

8:30 am - 8:45 am Welcome 

8:45 am - 10:00 am 9 Core Messages All Adoptees Need to Hear

10:00 am - 10:15 am Break

10: 15 am - 11:30 am Workshop A

11:30 am - 12:15 pm Lunch 

12:15 pm - 1:00 pm Department of Children and Families Updates

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm When Loss Happens

2:45 pm - 4:00 pm Workshop B

Friday, October 14
7:30 am - 8:30 am Breakfast

8:30 am - 10:00 am Ethics and Boundaries

10:00 am - 10:15 am Break

10:15 am - 12:30 pm Ethics and Boundaries (continued)

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm Yoga Stretch

2:30 pm - 2:45 pm BREAK



Workshop A

 A - 1

 A - 1

Building a Calmer Brain From the Bottom Up

A - 2 Trust-Based Relational Intervention (TBRI®)  

A - 3 

A - 4

Do you need more effective parenting tools in your toolbox? Trust-Based 
Relational Intervention (TBRI®) is just that. It helps parents understand their 
child’s perspective and the feelings underlying the challenging behaviors. 
Parents support their child's healing through providing research-proven 
strategies to help children feel safe and learn essential life skills. This session 
will give you an introduction and overview into TBRI ®, an attachment-based, 
trauma-informed intervention that is designed to meet the complex needs of 
vulnerable children.

10 Parenting Strategies to Help Adoptees
Navigate Race & Culture
Do you have a BIPOC adoptee in your life? Do you wonder how to support them 
in today's racially divided world? This workshop will present 10 parenting 
strategies to help transracial adoptees navigate race and culture. You will 
explore the different kinds of supports that have been effective in helping 
adoptees walk through various seasons of their story as they navigate this 
journey of race and culture. 

Wendy's Wonderful Kids 
Through Wendy’s Wonderful Kids®, a signature program of the Dave Thomas 
Foundation for Adoption, adoption recruiters are dedicated to serving children 
who are most at risk of aging out of foster care without a permanent home. 
These professionals use an evidence-based, child-focused recruitment model to 
find the right family for every child. They begin their search within a child’s 
familiar circles of family, friends and neighbors and then reach out to the 
communities in which they live. Join this session to learn how Wendy’s 
Wonderful Kids recruiters in Wisconsin are making an impact for the state’s most 
vulnerable children in foster care. 

Sometimes children seem angry and explosive all the time. Or maybe
the adults feel angry and explosive. Learn how to harness the power of
neurobiology and polyvagal theory into practical ways to regulate the
whole family's nervous system from the bottom up.



Workshop A (continued)

This workshop provides education on historical trauma and the impact it has on
African Americans, Native Americans, and other ethnic communities. Ms.
Barnett explains that through this workshop attendees will “gain a better
understanding of how past events have shaped the culture and DNA of different
ethnicities and how it shapes and plays a role in regards to intergenerational
trauma. Understanding historical trauma and microaggressions can also help
with understanding the different cycle of emotions many African Americans are
experiencing in conjunction with current societal events.”

 Understanding Historical TraumaA - 5

A - 6
Come learn the basics of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children
(ICPC). The ICPC is a law that ensures children moving from state to state
under court jurisdiction have the same rights and protections as children in
Wisconsin. ICPC applies to placement of a child in another state for those
children who being placed into foster care and prior to adoption.

 Crossing State Lines: ICPC & Adoption



Workshop B

B - 1 The Intersection of Relinquishment and Addiction
Drawing from research, as well as using his own professional and lived experiences,
David B. Bohl will offer a discussion on the link between relinquishment and
addiction and discuss challenges and methods of recovery management.

B - 2 Attachment, Body-based Approach to Complex Trauma 
This approach has been developed by Suellen over many years of working in 
mental health. Suellen is a licensed Occupational Therapist, a Dance/
Movement Therapist and has been trained in Sensorimotor Psychotherapy 
Level One and Level Two. Safety and trust is essential in the establishment of a 
regulation foundation. Too frequently this has been disrupted. This approach 
addresses attachment and regulation as they closely interrelate and provides 
skills to address these challenges.

B - 3 Tools for Renewal
Would you like to navigate life’s challenges with greater skill, resilience, and inner
ease? In this hands-on workshop you will experience a variety of stress resilience and
relaxation practices aimed at helping you renew your energy and inner balance
throughout the day. How to implement a self-care plan based on the three strategies
for building and maintaining resilience will also be explored.

B - 4 Forgiveness and Resources for Children and Youth with
Special Health Care Needs 

Practical Tools To Use While Going Through the
Adoption Process

Tim Markle is the founder and director of Forgiveness Factor. Forgiveness Factor
exists to promote forgiveness as a way to live mentally well. Forgiveness is good
for all people at all ages. It gives us a way to deal with hurt we have experienced.
Tim Markle is also the Southern Regional Center Director at the Waisman Center.
Learn of the resources available to support children and families.

B - 5

Come join Patricia Parker as she shares her wisdom and passion for supporting
families through the adoption process. You will receive practical tools to use in
your practice.




